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[YAEIZAE] Crucial missteps led to
tragically delayed rescue in a Seoul alley
(22.11.16)
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Crucial lapses led to tragically delayed
rescue in a Seoul alley

MoK s

“This was the easiest scenario in terms of effectively overseeing crowd

control and preventing accidents,” said Young Ook Kim, an expert on

in Seoul. “If you just go assess the site and discuss potential
countermeasures, anyone who has the instincts and experience would
have been able to foresee the situation.”

Kim. who also reviewed the alley videos, saw initial markers of the crush
by 10:08 p.m., with some people squeezed so severely that they would

have had trouble breathing.

[VOICE OF AMERICA] After Deadly
Crowd Surge, Seoul Residents Complain
of Govemment Negligence (22 10.31)

"on the relation between spatial layout and spatial behavior."

Kim, who visited the Itaewon site Monday, is highly critical of the government's
response. Police should have used more barricades, police lines, and other tools to
manage crowd flow, he said. Kim thinks the alley in question should have been
closed; others suggest it could have been made into a one-way street.

The bottom line: there should have been more planning, said Kim.

"This is not just a matter of it being a 'stampede,' or a problem with the road
itself, or that the gathering had no organizer," Kim told VOA. "It is a matter of
negligence."

"It is wrong to blame Itaewon business owners, or the people who came here, or
the victims," Kim said. "The government and the police are responsible for the
safety of the people — for any accident that occurs on the street or in the public
square."
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